
Disinformation in wartime: 
the case of Ukraine
Advanced Course on Verification and new narratives on fact checking..

Windhoek (Namibia) 7-9 June 2022 . 



Class content

● Type of disinformation and examples 

● Challenges for fact-checkers 

● OSINT sources 

● How to establish collaborative networks in times of crisis 

(#UkraineFacts)



More than 1.800 fact-checks since 24th February



Challenges for fact-checkers 

● Lack of information and reliable sources
● Many official sources are part of the conflict
● Huge proliferation of images and videos on social media 

in real time (advantage and disadvantage)
● Situations of crisis and polarization feed disinformation
● Emotional contents not based in facts
● Disinformation campaigns

The first casualty when war comes is truth



Type of disinformation

● Out of context images
● Out of context videos
● Altered images
● Altered videos
● Fake subtitles
● Fake tweets
● Scams and phishing
● Deepfake



Out of context images



Right context (Gaza) 



Out of context images



Right context (2016)



Out of context videos
This video does not 
correspond to Russia's 
invasion of Ukraine. It 
was recorded in 
Palestine in 2012.



Altered images



Real photo



Altered videos



Videos with false subtitles



Scams and phishing Fake Amazon promotion 
offering "one last batch" of 900 
TVs at two euros because 
"shipments to Russia have 
stopped". 



Fake tweets Fake tweet content: “The Spanish government 
will soon call up young Spaniards aged 18 to 25 
to train them in case of war. Statements by 
President Pedro Sánchez and the Minister of 
Defence”.



Deepfake 



Common narratives of misinformation and disinformation 
around the war in Ukrania

● Pictures and videos taken out of context about bombings or explosions
● Disinformation portraying Zelenski as a cocaine addict and Nazi
● Other hoaxes have cast doubt on the existence of casualties after some of the 

attacks, claiming they were actors.
● Alleged war heroes of Ukraine who never existed, such as "the ghost of Kiev" 

or the supposed pilot Natasha Perakov
● Disinformation and misinformation about Ukrainian refugees (they are 

portrayed as violent or dangerous)



Disinformation and misinformation about Ukrainian refugees 

The daily 'Bild' has not reported that 
Ukrainian refugees set a fire in 
Germany by burning a Russian flag.

It is not true that the perpetrators of a 
deadly assault filmed in Warsaw, Poland, 
are Ukrainian refugees.


