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Conferencia en torno a la extracción de recursos 
naturales en África 

14 y 15 de abril de 2011 

La Universidad Autónoma de Madrid organiza la Conferencia Temática AEGIS 
bajo el título 'Cuestiones en torno a la extracción de recursos naturales en 
África'. 

La conferencia está organizada por el Grupo de Estudios Africanos y tendrá 
lugar los días 14 y 15 Abril 2011  en la Sala de Conferencias de la Facultad de 
Filosofía (Universidad Autónoma de Madrid. Campus Universitario de 
Cantoblanco. Ctera. Colmenar, km. 15, MADRID) 

Los temas a tratar son: 

• Recursos, fronteras y soberanía  
• Extraversión en un contexto de extracción (Estados, empresas y gestión 

de las rentas) 
• Enclaves extractivos y la cuestión laboral  
• Conflictos y recursos naturales  

 
La Conferencia durará un día y medio (hasta las 14:00 del 15 de abril) y está 
estructurada en tres bloques, cada uno de los cuales contará con una ponencia 
principal, un panel de 3 ó 4 participantes y un debate.  

Las tres ponencias principales estarán a cargo de:  

• Cyril Obi, Nordiska Afrikainstitutet  
• Bonnie Campbell, Institute d'Études Internationales de Montréal, UQÀM,  
• Erwin Bulte, Wageningen University / Tilburg University  

El Comité Científico recibirá las propuestas de ponencias en torno a los temas 
mencionados entre el 7 de enero de 2011 y el 7 de febrero de 2011. El idioma 
de presentación de ponencias es el inglés. El programa definitivo estará 



disponible tras la fecha de cierre para la recepción de propuestas de 
ponencias. 

Más información:  

• Web de la conferencia 
• Secretaria de la Conferencia Temática: Aloia Álvarez Feáns: 

aloia_alvarezfeans@yahoo.es 
• Secretaría del Grupo de Estudios Africanos: 914972538 / 

grupo.gea@uam.es 

 

 
 

Conferencia Temática AEGIS. Cuestiones en torno a l a 
extracción de recursos en África 

 

14 y 15 de abril de 2011 
 

Casa África colabora con el Grupo de Estudios Africanos (GEA) de la 
Universidad Autónoma de Madrid aportando la participación de dos 
investigadores africanos en materia de extracción de recursos naturales. 

Estas conferencias temáticas son organizadas por la AEGIS (Africa-Europe 
Group for Interdisciplinary Studies) una o dos veces al año y en esta ocasión el 
GEA solicitó organizarla en España con la temática específica de recursos, 
dada la creciente notabilidad que está adquiriendo la relación entre las 
actividades mineras y fenómenos como la degradación medioambiental, la 
incidencia de enfermedades, los conflictos armados, y las tendencias 
autoritarias en los países productores, lo que no ha pasado desapercibido para 
los académicos, activistas y, por supuesto, las poblaciones vecinas.  

Las industrias extractivas se han convertido en materia de monografías, 
seminarios, campañas, redes y proyectos de investigación que han atraído de 
igual manera a centros académicos, movimientos sociales, funcionarios de 



gobiernos y organizaciones internacionales y gestores de empresas 
transnacionales.  

Esta conferencia temática tendrá lugar los días 14 y 15 de abril , tratando los 
siguientes temas: 

• Recursos, fronteras y soberanía: geografías de la extracción de 
recursos; territorio y seguridad; privatización de las funciones públicas; 
ciudadanía, flujos migratorios...  

• Extraversión en un contexto de extracción: relaciones entre empresas 
transnacionales y Estados productores; impactos de la inversión 
extranjera responsabilidad social corporativa; transparencia...  

• Enclaves extractivos y al cuestión laboral: fuerza de trabajo nacional 
versus extranjera; sindicatos; habilidades y formación 

• Conflictos y recursos naturales 

Esta conferencia se estructura en torno a tres bloques. Cada bloque consistirá 
en un panel con una ponencia principal, cuatro presentaciones y un debate 
posterior. Será abierta al público  y tendrá lugar en en el Auditorio de la 
Facultad de Filosofía, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid  (Campus de 
Cantoblanco, 28049, Madrid) 

Los ponentes invitados por Casa África han sido: 

• Kasaija Phillip Apuuli, del Departmento de Ciencia Política de la 
Universidad de Makerere en Kampala, Uganda. Nos hablará sobre La 
estrategia de paz y seguridad del IGAD y la gestión transfronteriza de los 
recursos naturales 

• Jeannette Unite, Artista Visual del Fort Hare Institute of Social and 
Economic Research, South Africa, cuya ponencia versará sobre La 
paradoja de la abundancia: la maldición de los recursos en el paisaje 
industrial africano 

El programa previsto para la conferencia es el siguiente: 

14 Abril 

• 09:30 – 10:00. Inscripciones 
• 10:00 – 10:30. Bienvenida 

PANEL I: DEBATE SOBRE LOS RECURSOS 
• 10:30 - 12:00. CONFERENCIA de CYRIL OBI. "The Lie of the Curse: 

Natural Resource Abundance and Conflict in Africa" 
• 12:30 – 14:30: 

o Artur Colom & Alicia Campos: "Petróleo en Chad y Guinea 
Ecuatroial: revisión de la maldición de los recursos" 

o Audrey C. Cash: "Examining the development and resource 
development paradigms for poverty reduction (using the Chad 
case)" 

o Uche Igwe: "Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative: What 
Role for China in Africa?" 



o Daena Menzes da Costa Neto: "The influence of oil extraction in 
the context of Small Islands Developing Countries (SIDS) and 
food (in)security: the cases of São Tomé and Príncipe and Timor 
Leste" 

• 16:00 – 17:30. PANEL II: RECURSOS, CONFLICTOS E 
INSTITUCIONES. Conferencia de ERWIN BULTE. "Natural resources 
and conflict in Africa: A fresh look at the macro and micro evidence" 

• 18:00 – 20:00: 
o Kasaija Phillip Apuuli: “IGAD’s Peace and Security Strategy and 

Trans-boundary Natural Resources Management” 
o Karina Barquet & Päivi Lujala: “Transboundary Protected Areas 

and Militarized Interstate Disputes” 
o Rhuks T. Ako: “Law, (In)justice and Conflicts in Natural Resource 

Management: Perspectives from Nigeria’s Oil Industry” 
o Hoinathy Remadji: “Monetarization of social interrelations in the 

Chadian oil zone: money in the core of family interrelations and 
alliances” 

15 Abril  
PANEL III: MINAS, TRABAJADORES Y COMPAÑÍAS 

• 10:00 – 11:30. CONFERENCIA de BONNIE CAMPBELL. "Mining for 
Development in Africa: Regulatory Frameworks, Issues of Legitimacy, 
Responsability and Accountability" 

• 12.00 – 14:00  
o Matthieu Bolay: “The profesionnalization of artisanal gold mining 

in Upper Guinea: situated risk management within transnational 
practices” 

o Samuel J. Spiegel: “The Politics of Criminalization in Zimbabwe’s 
Mining Communities: Labour Struggles in the Gold and Diamond 
Sectors”  

o Michael Bürge & Laurent E. Cartier: “Formalising Artisanal Gold 
Mining in Sierra Leone – On Whose Terms?”   

o Jana Hönke: “New political topographies. Mining companies and 
indirect discharge in Southern Katanga (DRC)” 

• 14:00 – 14:30 Jeannette Unite - Visual Artist: “Paradox of Plenty: The 
Resource Curse in the African Industrial Landscape”  

• 14:30 CONCLUSIONES 

La conferencia temática va dirigida a investigadores y especialistas en 
temáticas africanas y  más en concreto en el ámbito de los recursos naturales 
en el continente. También está destinado a estudiantes y personas interesadas 
en estos temas.  

Para asistir sólo hay que inscribirse a través de: 

• la web del Grupo de Estudios Africanos: www.uam.es/gea  
• el correo de la secretaria técnica, Aloia Álvarez 

Feans:aloia_alvarezfeans@yahoo.es 
• el teléfono: 914972538 / 4380 



AEGIS THEMATIC CONFERENCE 

 
QUESTIONS AROUND THE 
EXTRACTION OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES IN AFRICA 

 
April, 14-15, 2011* 

 
Sala de Conferencias 

Facultad de Filosofía y Letras 
Universidad Autónoma de Madrid 

 

*From 10:00 am on 14th April to 2 pm on 15th April 

ORGANIZED BY:  

Grupo de Estudios Africanos 
Dpto. Ciencia Política y Relaciones Internacionales  
Despacho 13  
Facultad de Derecho  
UNIVERSIDAD AUTÓNOMA DE MADRID  
Ctra. Colmenar Viejo, km. 15  
28049 MADRID Teléfono: 914972538 / 4380  
Email: grupo.gea@uam.es   

 

 
PANEL I: DEBATES AROUND THE RESOURCE CURSE 

 
Keynote by CYRIL OBI: “The Lie of the Curse: Natural Resource Abundance and 
Conflict in Africa” 

 
PANEL II: RESOURCES, CONFLICTS AND INSTITUTIONS 
 

Keynote by ERWIN BULTE: “Natural resources and conflict in Africa: A fresh look 
at the macro and micro evidence” 

PANEL III: MINING, WORKERS AND COMPANIES 

 
Keynote by BONNIE CAMPBELL: “Mining for Development in Africa: Regulatory 
Frameworks, Issues of Legitimacy, Responsability and Accountability” 

 

SUPPORTED BY:  
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QUESTIONS AROUND THE EXTRACTION 
OF NATURAL RESOURCES IN AFRICA 

 
(Madrid, 14-15 April 2011) 

 
GRUPO DE ESTUDIOS AFRICANOS  

Universidad Autónoma de Madrid 
 

 

Natural resources and extractive industries have received in recent times increasing 
attention by specialists working in Africa. Scholars and activists have linked the 
intensification of mineral extraction in many African contexts to social and political 
processes leading to violence and the impoverishment of surrounding populations.   

The historical context in which such processes have developed can only be 
tentatively sketched. On the one hand, the neoliberal economic recipes of the 1980s, 
fostered by international financial organizations and adopted by most governments in 
the region, meant that many mineral and oil producers abandoned industrialization 
policies and concentrated in this sector, in which they enjoyed alleged comparative 
advantages. The wave of privatization that accompanied structural adjustment entailed 
the arrival of numerous private corporations, foreign for the most part, that took over a 
market that had been hitherto controlled by the public sector. Among the most 
consolidated oil producers, a simultaneous inverse process has taken place as a result 
of which parastatal companies have become stronger and began competing with 
established private corporations, sometimes even beyond their national frontiers.  

The newly increased needs of electronic industries for certain mineral and 
hydrocarbon products and the industrialization of South East Asia have reinforced this 
trend towards a concentration on mineral production. The ensuing increase in demand, 
which has reached surprising proportions, caused prices peak in 2000. Conversely, 
during the present financial crisis prices have experienced dramatic falls.  

On the other hand, the end of the Cold War and of the last struggles of national 
liberation indirectly made the impact of mining and oil extraction activities on armed 
conflict more visible. The continuation of the wars in Angola and Colombia, as well as 
the emergence of others in West and Central Africa and in the Persian Gulf, forced 
observers to revise explanations of those conflicts that relied almost exclusively on 
political or geostrategic factors. The role of the extraction and sale of oil, diamonds, or 
tantalite, among other examples, in the onset and maintenance of conflicts needed to 
be reassessed.  

The increasing salience of the links between mining activities and phenomena such 
as environmental degradation, incidence of disease, armed conflicts, and authoritarian 
trends in producing countries has not pass unnoticed to scholars, activists and, of 
course, neighbouring populations. “Extractive industries” have become the topic of 
monographs, seminars, campaigns, networks and research projects that have attracted 
academic centres, social movements, officials of governments and international 
organizations, and managers of transnational corporations alike.  

The aim of this Conference is to transcend general debates that have seemingly 
outlived their usefulness. Authors who consider these processes largely as part of a 
New Scramble for Africa or those who see them exclusively as the result of a purported 
Resource Curse risk finding themselves in analytical dead-ends. While always attentive 



to comparative dimensions, we propose instead to focus on specific dynamics and 
processes and to approach them from a variety of perspectives.  

 

Organizers  

 

The Conference is organized under the mantle of AEGIS (Africa-Europe Group 
for Interdisciplinary Studies), a research network of European studies centres that 
aims to create synergies between experts and institutions. With primary emphasis on 
Social Sciences and Humanities, AEGIS' main goal is to improve understanding about 
contemporary African societies. The African Studies Group (Grupo de Estudios 
Africanos, GEA) of the Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, as a member of AEGIS, 
organizes this one-day and a half Thematic Conference.  
 
Created in 1995, GEA has three main objectives: to promote and disseminate 

research and knowledge about sub-Saharan Africa; to train specialists in African 
realities, and, finally, to promote the relations between groups and institutions devoted 
to the study of the continent in Spain and abroad. We have several different lines of 
research that concern conflicts, migrations, development cooperation, health politics, 
regional integration, agriculture and natural resources.  
 
GEA organizes an annual course, “Introduction to the African reality”, which in 2011 

celebrated its eigth edition, and participates in a European Master on International 
Relations and African Studies (UAM). GEA will organize the VIII edition of the “Iberian 
Conference on African Studies”, which will take place in Madrid in June 2012.  
 
 
 
 
Contact 

 

Grupo de Estudios Africanos  
Dpto. Ciencia Política y Relaciones Internacionales  
Despacho 13  
Facultad de Derecho  
UNIVERSIDAD AUTÓNOMA DE MADRID  
Ctra. Colmenar Viejo, km. 15, 28049 MADRID  
Teléfono: 914972538 / Email: grupo.gea@uam.es  
Web: www.uam.es/gea 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTED BY:  
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PROGRAMME	



09:30 – 10:00 Registration 

10:00 – 10:30 Welcome Address

Silvia Arias: Oficina de Acción Solidaria y Cooperación, UAM (Director) 

Alicia Campos: International Relations Professor, member of Grupo de 
Estudios Africanos (GEA) 

PANEL I: DEBATES AROUND THE RESOURCE CURSE 

10:30 - 12:00 
KEYNOTE by CYRIL OBI (Nordiska Afrikainstitutet)

“The Lie of the Curse: Natural Resource Abundance and Conflict in Africa”

12:00 – 12:30 Coffee break 

12:30 – 13:30 

-Artur Colom & Alicia Campos: “Oil in Chad and Equatorial Guinea: the 
resource curse revisited” 

-Hoinathy Remadji: “Monetarization of social interrelations in the Chadian oil 
zone: money in the core of family interrelations and alliances” 

Discussant: Jesús García Luengos 

13:30 – 14:00 Jeannette Unite - Visual Artist: “Paradox of Plenty: The Resource Curse in the 
African Industrial Landscape” 

14:30 – 16:00       Lunch break 

PANEL II: RESOURCES, CONFLICTS AND INSTITUTIONS 

16:00 – 17:30 
KEYNOTE by ERWIN BULTE (Wageningen University / Tilburg University) 

“Natural resources and conflict in Africa: A fresh look at the macro and 
micro evidence” 

APRIL, 14 

17:30 – 18:00 Coffee break 



  

18:00 – 20:00 

-Kasaija Phillip Apuuli: “IGAD’s Peace and Security Strategy and Trans-
boundary Natural Resources Management” 

-Thomas Kruiper: “Measuring the Effectiveness of UN Sanctions in Angola, 
Liberia, and the DRC Congo” 

Discussant: Alicia Campos 

PANEL III: MINING, WORKERS AND COMPANIES 

10:00 – 11:30  
KEYNOTE by  
BONNIE CAMPBELL (Institute d'Études Internationales de Montréal, UQÀM)  

“Mining for Development in Africa: Regulatory Frameworks, Issues of 
Legitimacy, Responsability and Accountability” 

11:30 – 12:00 Coffee break 

12.00 – 14:00 

-Matthieu Bolay: “The profesionnalization of artisanal gold mining in Upper 
Guinea: situated risk management within transnational practices”

-Samuel J. Spiegel: “The Politics of Criminalization in Zimbabwe’s Mining 
Communities: Labour Struggles in the Gold and Diamond Sectors”  

-Michael Bürge & Laurent E. Cartier: “Formalising Artisanal Gold Mining in 
Sierra Leone – On Whose Terms?”   

-Jana Hönke: “New political topographies. Mining companies and indirect 
discharge in Southern Katanga (DRC)” 

Discussant: Mbuyi Kabunda

APRIL 15 

14:30 Closing remarks 
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